Malls Mire Community Woodland - Outdoor education & John Muir award

The Malls Mire community woodland is an urban Local Nature Reserve  in the south-side of Glasgow. It is managed by Urban Roots, a community led environmental and health improvement charity. We were approached by a local primary school teacher at the end of 2022 to see if we could support a P5/6 class in their endeavor to complete a John Muir Discovery award. The award consists of 4 challenges that participants have to achieve: discover, explore, conserve and share. We were delighted to receive funding from the CWA’s Pockets and Prospects fund to run a block of three full day sessions for the class in our woodland in support of their John Muir award.

We coordinated with the teachers to ensure that our programme would fit into the current learning needs of the children and could support the class in the best possible way. The class had an exploratory site visit at the end of the year to get to know Malls Mire. This visit went really well and the children were keen to come back in the new year.
A major focus of the program, that was delivered by our brilliant play workers, was focused around team building, collaboration and communication. 
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Some of the activities that the children were involved in included:

· Wood chopping
· Making fires / fire safety
· Cooking
· Treasure hunt
· Den building
· Free play 
· Enjoying hot chocolate and toasting marshmallows

Positive outcomes:
We now have a great working relationship with the teachers from Toryglen primary school and we have already signed up another class for a block of woodland learning sessions as the feedback from the school was very positive, other teachers also wanted to have the opportunity to bring their classes to Malls Mire.

Feedback from their teacher Miss Harris Stuart:
“Many pupils in my class don’t have extracurricular opportunities out with those provided by the school. This funding enabled the creation of unique memories and supported them to discover skills they might otherwise never have accessed. The outdoor experiences provided by Urban Roots have provided inspiration for learning across the curriculum and beyond this, it showed the children how to respectfully explore and enjoy their local green space. Creating opportunities for learners to build an appreciation for nature is essential for wellbeing and the environment. The impact has varied from building confidence and self-esteem, strengthening relationships and providing children with a sense of achievement. Following this success, other teachers have been interested in providing similar opportunities for their learners.”


The school also created a lovely video of their time at Malls Mire, which they shared on their schools’ twitter account. You can view it by following this link. / https://twitter.com/ToryglenPS/status/1630299256056602629

A lot of the outdoor learning activities link well into the Scottish Curriculum for Excellence and Urban Roots is hoping to provide further outdoor education opportunities to local schools in the future. We have also been working with a group of HND students from SRUC to develop further outdoor education programmes for our after school clubs as well as the Into the woods holiday clubs that we offer. The students visited Malls Mire in February  to get to know the site and to find out what we are trying to achieve. They will return in June for their practical assessments, where they will run outdoor education sessions for both primary school classes from Toryglen, which will give them the opportunity to put their learning to practical use.


The children wrote letters to our play workers to thank them for their time at Malls Mire and to share what they have enjoyed the most. Sharing and communicating their experiences is also part of the requirement for the John Muir award that they are working towards. We have collated some of their feedback, which was just lovely to read. We hope to have them all back again soon in the woodland.
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Letters from the P5/6 childr
Toryglen Primary School

One of the best experiences of my life
My favourite part was when | first made
a fire. That was my first time making a

il i y
Thank you for a good time at Malls

Mire. | like walking in the woods. |
can't wait till next week

Thank you for everything and all of

your help

lam |ookihg forward to cooking on fire Tharleyou fosvegosd idg

and roasting marshmallows o R
My favourite bit was lighting
a fire

| like helping my classmates with the
flint and steel. | am looking forward to

I hope that we can go and look for different
birds. My favourite part was the walk and

) ARG 7 A - =8 doing the stencils. | am really looking forward :
It was really exciting when we found 4 f

the mushrooms and the crunchy leaves.
Trying to find deers and camels, which
was Jordan

My favourite part was cutting wood
and when Jordan gave us the Bingo
and there was a camel

My favourite part was seeing the
deer. We did so much stuff and |
hope to come back





